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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of Embodiment I of Invention I, Claims 1-14 
in the reply filed on 07/17/2006 is acknowledged. 



Specification 

Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: line 3 of the claim 
recites, "switch sittings" instead of "switch settings". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 9, 11, 51-53, 56, 61, 63, 64, 66 and 68 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Schaller et al. [US 4,760,504]. 

Claim 1, Schaller et al. discloses a portable light system [110], comprising: 
a. a sealed housing [112], wherein a portion of said housing is cylindrical in 
shape [figure 3], said sealed housing including, 

i. at least one light element [124]; and 

ii. at least one magnetic switch element [reed switch in bulb, 124, see 
figure 5] configured to activate said at least one light element; 
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b. a switch interface ring element [140] configured to move around said 
cylindrical portion of said housing; and 

c. at least one magnet [col. 3 lines 34-37] fixed in said switch interface ring 
element, said at least one magnet being operative to activate said at least one magnetic 
switch element within said sealed housing when movement of said switch interface ring 
element relative to said sealed housing brings said at least one magnet in proximity to 
said at least one magnetic switch element [col. 3 lines 34-37] 

Claim 2, Schaller et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 1, wherein a 
plurality of relative positions of said at least one switch interface ring element and said 
at least one magnet defines a plurality of switch settings [the flash light is turned on or 
off], said plurality of switch settings controlling a plurality of operational modes [on or off] 
of said at least one light element [col. 3 lines 44-47]. 

Claim 6, Schaller et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 2, wherein 
said plurality of relative positions are enabled by a plurality of positioning elements [the 
switch element actuation channel formed by depression 138 and the two end surfaces 
which abut the switch element 140] in said portable light system [figure 3]. 

Claim 7, Schaller et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 6, wherein 
said plurality of positioning elements include a single positioning element fixed in said 
switch interface ring element [the inner surface of the switching element 140] and a 
plurality of positioning elements fixed in said sealed housing [the switch element 
actuation channel formed by depression 138 and the two end surfaces which abut the 
switch element 140]. 
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Claim 9, Schaller et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 6, wherein a 
positioning element is fixed on a surface of said switch interface ring element [the inner 
surface of the switching element 140]. 

Claim 11, Schaller et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 6, wherein a 
positioning element [138] is fixed on a surface of said sealed housing. 

Claim 51, Schaller et al. discloses a portable light system [110], comprising: 

a. a sealed housing [112], said sealed housing including, 

i. at least one light element [124]; and 

ii. at least one switch element [reed switch in bulb, 124, see figure 5] 
configured to activate said at least one light 

b. a switch interface element [140] configured to move relative to a surface of 
said sealed housing without penetrating said sealed housing; and 

c. at least one switch activating element [col. 3 lines 34-37] fixed in said switch 
interface element, said switch activating element being operative to activate said switch 
element within said sealed housing when movement of said switch interface element 
relative to said sealed housing brings said switch activating element in proximity to said 
switch element [col. 3 lines 34-37, 44-47]. 

Claim 52, Schaller et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 51, wherein 
a portion of said sealed housing is cylindrical [figure 3]. 

Claim 53, Schaller et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 52, wherein 
said switch interface element is a ring that moves around said cylindrical portion of said 
sealed housing [figure 3]. 
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Claim 56, Schaller et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 51, wherein 
said switch element is a magnetic reed switch [col. 3 lines 29-31] and said switch 
activating element is a magnet [col. 3 lines 34-37]. 

Claim 61, Schaller et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 51, wherein 
said switch interface element has a range of movement across said housing that spans 
a plurality of predefined positions [on/off], each of said plurality of predefined positions 
defining a position of said at least one switch activating element relative to said at least 
one switch element, each of said plurality of predefined positions defining a different 
switch setting [col. 3 lines 44-47]. 

Claim 63, Schaller et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 61, wherein 
said plurality of predefined positions are enabled by a plurality of positioning elements 
[the inner surface of the switching element 140 and the switch element actuation 
channel formed by depression 138 and the two end surfaces which abut the switch 
element 140]. 

Claim 64, Schaller et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 63, wherein 
said plurality of positioning elements include a single positioning element fixed in said 
switch interface element [the inner surface of the switching element 140] and a plurality 
of positioning elements fixed in said sealed housing [the switch element actuation 
channel formed by depression 138 and the two end surfaces which abut the switch 
element 140] in said portable light system [figure 3]. 
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Claim 66, Schaller et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 63, wherein 
a positioning element is fixed on a surface of said switch interface element [the inner 
surface of the switching element 140], 

Claim 68, Schaller et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 63, wherein 
a positioning element [138] is fixed on a surface of said sealed housing [figure 3]. 

Claims 51, 52, 54, 56-58 and 60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Trosper et al. [US 4,152,755]. 

Claim 51, Trosper et al. discloses a portable light system [figure 1], comprising: 

a. a sealed housing [10], said sealed housing including, 

i. at least one light element [D]; and 

ii. at least one switch element [F] configured to activate said at least one 
light 

b. a switch interface element [80] configured to move relative to a surface of said 
sealed housing without penetrating said sealed housing; and 

c. at least one switch activating element [82] fixed in said switch interface 
element, said switch activating element being operative to activate said switch element 
within said sealed housing when movement of said switch interface element relative to 
said sealed housing brings said switch activating element in proximity to said switch 
element [abs]. 

Claim 52, Trosper et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 51, wherein a 
portion of said sealed housing is cylindrical [figure 1]. 



Application/Control Number: 10/829,425 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2832 

Claim 54, Trosper et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 51, wherein 
said switch interface element moves along a planar portion of said housing [figure 2]. 

Claim 56, Trosper et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 51, wherein 
said switch element is a magnetic reed switch [col. 3 lines 29-31] and said switch 
activating element is a magnet [col. 3 lines 34-37]. 

Claim 57, Trosper et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 51, wherein 
said switch activating element is fixed on a surface of said switch interface element 
[figure 2]. 

Claim 58, Trosper et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 57, wherein 
said switch activating element is fixed on an interior surface of said switch interface 
element [figure 2]. 

Claim 60, Trosper et al. discloses the portable light system of claim 51, wherein 
said switch activating element is fixed inside of said switch interface element [figure 2]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schaller et al. [US 4,760,504] in view of Schaller et al. [US 4,803,605]. 
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Claims 3 and 4, Schaller et al. discloses the claimed invention with the exception 
of the housing including a plurality of light elements. 

Schaller et al ['605] discloses a portable light system with a plurality of light 
elements and switch elements. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to improve the reliability of the portable light system of Schaller by 
incorporating another light element as taught by Schaller et al [605] in order to provide 
a backup light source in case of an emergency [abs Schaller et al. '605]. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schaller 
et al. [US 4,760,504]. 

Claim 5, Schaller et al. discloses the claimed invention with the exception of 
providing the interface ring element with a plurality of magnets. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use a 
plurality of magnets instead of the toroidal magnet used by Schaller et al. in order to 
reduce cost as a plurality of magnet would cost less than using a toroidal magnet. 

Claim 59 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Trosper 
et al. [US 4,152,755]. 

Claim 59, Trosper et al. discloses the claimed invention except for said switch 
activating element is fixed on an exterior surface of said switch interface element. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to move the activating element from an interior surface to an exterior surface 
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since applicant has not disclosed that placing the actuating element on an 
exterior surface of the switch interface element solves any stated problem or is for any 
particular purpose and it appears that the invention would perform equally well with the 
design of Trosper et al. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 8, 10, 12-14, 55, 62, 65, 67 and 69-71 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bernard Rojas whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1998. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:00), every other Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Elvin G. Enad can be reached on (571) 272-1990. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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